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UN EritrEa ExpErt: ‘SitUatioN Still Bad’  
Professor Daniela Kravetz, the UN Human Rights Eritrea Rapporteur, in her annual report 
submitted to the 44th Session of the UN Human Rights Council opened in Geneva on 30 

June 2020, once again confirmed that the situation in 
Eritrea is as grim as ever and of growing concern to 
the international human rights community. As usual, 
the Eritrean authorities refused her entry visa to the 
country again during her second year of monitoring 
the Eritrean situation. Prof. Kravetz’s  predecessor, 

Ms Sheila Keetharuth, was also denied access to Eritrea for six consecutive years of her 
mandate. Sadly, the UN Human Rights Council watched the matter idly by.  (See p. 8) 

  EritrEaN oppoSitioN GathErS MoMENtUM  
Unity has long remained an illusive concept among Eritrean political forces. Many observ-
ers deduce that it was because of  the lack of unity that Eritrea missed many opportunities 
in the past. Even the liberation struggle was delayed for three decades and the struggle for 

democratic change for another three 
decades, and still counting.  
But the current trend seems to be 
much promising – and the Eritrean 
people nowadays have reasons to 
hope, as noted below.  

 
  The traditional political formations of all hues and colours, which are  so far led and 

backed mainly by the indomitable and historic liberation-era generation, have already 
shown joint actions and pledge to create a common platform within the foreseeable time 
by ending their prolonged state of fragmentation. (Continued on p. 4) 
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   Epdp: party rENEwal projEct oN takE-off StaGE!  

The EPDP, itself a product of mergers, has an ongoing party renewal project aiming to 
unite with other compatriots towards transforming it and handing it over the new 
generation  - with young party members taking up leadership mandates at all 
organizational levels. The project is apparently and surely moving fast towards achieving 
that vision.   On 20 May 2020, leaderships of the Eritrean Democratic Movement for 
Liberation (EDML) and the EPDP, under the guidance of the two chairmen, Tesfai 
Woldlemichael Degiga and Tesfa-Alem Desta,  signed a unity agreement for immediate 
merger of the two organizations one EPDP. 

Bilateral discussions held for past several months between dialogue committees of the 
two sides finally agreed to adopt the EPDP Political Programme and Constitution. Thus, 
both sides agreeded to use the name EPDP for the unified party. Accordingly, the two 
leaderships have already merged into one Central Council consisting of 40 voting 
members four reserve members. On 14 June, the enlarged Central Council held its first 
meeting as one leadership of a unified party.  
 
Branch and zobal members of the two sides are expected to hold their respective first 
meetings soon as branch and zobal members of one party. The youth-dominated EDML 
had substantially big and ever growing new branch members in Ethiopia, the Sudan, 
Israel, Europe and North America. It is to be recalled that the EPDP was further expanded 
and energized at the 3rd and Unity Congress of  July 2019 when the exemplary leadership 
and members of the Eritrean National Salvation– Hidri, chaired by Kiflezghi 
Ghebremedhin, decided to jointly build a viable Eritrean party that can play its role in the 

sruggle for democracy and justice in 
post-dictatorship Eritrea.                            
 
1.Tesfa-Alem Desta, 2.Tesfai W. Degiga, 
and 3. Kiflezghi G/Medhin  - they 
together made history, and a good 
example of coming togeher in the 
Eritrean political landscape with the 
resolve towards creating a viable 

Eritrean organization that can play a significant role in the struggle for a better Eritrea.  
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Epdp orGaNS iN actioN 
In spite of the globalized closedown due to the coronavirus pandemic,  EPDP organs 
nevertheless continued to be in action during the past two months, mainly through 
virtual conferene calls. Some of the main activities are listed below: 

 
The Executive Committee  
On 25 April, 2020, the EPDP Executive Committee 
held its third regular meeting since the last party 
congress of the summer of 2019. As usual, the 
meeting evaluated work performances of the nine 

Exexutive Offices and reports of other party organs. It drew priority plans for the 
fourth quarter until  the Central Council holds its annual meeting this summer. 
Discussed and decided upon were many major issues of the hour, including the unity 
and joint work processes aimed at strengthening the struggle for democratic change. 
 
 EPDP Chairman Talks to Total Membership 
On 6 June, Party Chairman Tesfai Woldemichael (Degiga) held a virual conference 

for the total party members to brief them on current  
developments related to Eritrea as well as the opposition camp 
and, in particular,  issues of great importance to EPDP. These 
included the already achieved unity with the youth-dominated 
EMDL and the ongoing discussions with sister opposition or-
ganizations with the aim of finally creating a joint platform for co-
ordinated struggle for democratic change. The well-attended 
conference also came with big financial surprises pledged by 
many members to further expand Party activities.  

 
The EPDP Central Council  
 On 16 May, EPDP Chairman, Tesfai Woldemichael (Degiga), convened an 
extraordinary meeting of the Central Council to decide on the modalities of merger 
with EDML called and other issues related with the ongoing discussions with other 
sister parties for a joint action under a new common platform for work. 
 
The Chairman again on 14 June convened a meeting of both EPDP and EMDL 
leaderships to formalize the already achieved merger of the two sides into one party. 
Each of the unified CC members made self-introductory remarks at the meeting plus 
comments and recommendations for effective future action by the unified and 
energized EPDP. 
 
EPDP North America Zone 
The ever active EPDP North America Zone held virtual conferences on 30 May  and 
again on 27 June 2020 to discuss and take action on various priority issues related 
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to day-to-day activities of the Party branches in USA and Canada. Of particular con-
cern to the NA Zone has been how to focus and act on ways of building a strong 
party that can effectively contribute in correctly handling the pre- and post-
dictatorship phases of the struggle. Also exhaustively discussed in the meetings 
were the unity processes with sister organizations in the camp of justice seekers. 
The NA meetings benefited from the participation in the discussions of the Party 
Chairman and four EPD Executive Committee members residing in the Zone.  
 
EPDP Branch Meetings During May-June 
 
Sweden:  
On 23 May, the two EPDP branches in Sweden held a joint meeting and raised the 
priority issues discussed in the North America Zone meetings noted above. Discus-
sions at the joint meeting of the Northern and Southern Sweden branches of the 
Party were enriched with the presence of two Executive Committee and three Cen-
tral Council members, also residents of the region. 
 
Germany:  
On 29 May, the EPDP branch in the Stuttgart region held its regular meeting during a 
week coinciding with double festivities – the Independence Day and Eid Al Fitr at the 
end of the fasting month of Ramadan. The branch welcomed the ongoing discus-
sions for a joint work with other sister organizations and celebrated the news of a 
merger between EDML and EPDP into one party. The EPDP branch for Frankfurt 
and Environs, which is an exemplary branch that rarely fails to hold its monthly meet-
ings, convened on 28 June and discussed branch issues as well as other current 
EPDP and Eritrean developments. 
 

ExilEd EritrEaN oppoSitioN GathEriNG ENErGy;   
political fraGMENtatioN approachiNG thE ENd?  

(continued from p. 1) 
 Eritrean scholars and professionals, long absent from real participation, have in recent 

times created research and dialogue forums for reconciliation and unity; conferences on 
building democracy; study institutes to prepare study transition strategies/policies and 
the like.  

 Even the two-year old mass movement, started under the slogan of Yiakil/Kifaya/Enough
-is-Enough, appears to have learned lessons from its hiccups in the initial phase and is 
gradually gathering momentum.    

Needless to say, Eritrea and its people have suffered too much in the past 29 years of misrule and 
mismanagement of one-man dictatorship. The forces of change mentioned above still face serious 
challenges to dislodge the repressive regime and replace it by an inclusive democratic system of 
governance. Yet, the fact that they are resolved to primarily struggle to save an endangered peo-
ple and state sovereignty gives renewed hope for Eritrea’s Second Liberation soon. 
 
Let us talk more about the political formations in exile whose members include the very ones who 
realized the the dream for national sovereignty. Until they further coalesce and started merging 
within themselves, they today consist of the following: 
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 Eritrean National Council for Democratic Change (ENCDC), a coalition formed by 18 

political organizations; 
 Eritrean National Front (ENF), another coalition of four political formations; 
 The Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP), itself a result of a merger of exiled 

political forces, with the merger dynamic continuing to this day; 
 Organization of Unity for Democratic Change (UDC); 
 Organization of United Eritreans for Justice (UEJ). 
 

Political Fragmentation Approaching its End  
It is true that there exist over two dozen political formations in the Eritrean arena. This division on 
petty reasons has been the Achilles' Heel that prevented the emergence of viable few organiza-
tions that can be effective in the struggle for democratic change. However, the moves being 
taken by the political organizations since the September 2019 conference in Minnesota ,USA,  
show a different picture. The much promising June 23, 2020 statement by these political forma-
tions, detailed below, is a great initial step foreword. The joint tasks taken since Minnesota and 
even before this final step are reassuring for the expected birth of a platform for joint work. Exam-
ples can be cited as follows: 
 

1. In October 2019, the exiled political organizations sent a joint message to the Ethio-
pian Prime Minister asking him to stop denigrating Eritrea’s sovereign existence and 
appeasing an extremely abusive dictator for better future relations of the two sisterly 
countries. 

2. Last December, the UNHCR received for the first time a joint Eritrean memorandum 
urging it to intervene on behalf of Eritrean refugees being abused by Sudanese au-
thorities in the country, mainly in Khartoum.  

3. A similar joint Eritrean statement was issued in December in solidarity with an Eritrean 
journalist in exile who was assaulted by Eritrean regime thugs in UK.  

4. The Swedish city of Uppsala also in December hosted a joint public meeting ad-
dressed by Eritrean opposition leaders.  

5. !4 branches of different 14 Eritrean organizations agreed in Germany last February 
their resolve to hold a joint Eritrea Festival in the summer of 2020. Unfortunately, that 
resolve had to be deferred due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

6. In March 2020, the WHO, UNHCR and the rest of the international humanitarian com-
munity were urged to join hands in support of Eritreans who may face the worst of the 
worst consequences of Covid-19 due to their sad situation in their own country.  

7. A joint statement – also first of its kind - to Eritreans in April advised how they can 
jointly fight the current killing viral pandemic 

8. Another joint Eritrean memorandum was sent to the Ethiopian Prime Minister in May 
2020 urging him to kindly stop shutting down the Hitsats rcamp for up to 18,000 Eri-
trean refugees amidst the Covid-19 crisis. 

9. The 47-member states received a joint Eritrean memorandum  in May urging them to 
never have second thoughts about extending the mandate of the UN Special Human 
Rights Rapporteur for Eritrea because nothing has changed in the situation of the 
country.  

10. Eritrea’s Independence Day this year witnessed the issuance of a joint Eritrean state-
ment by the exiled political organizations urging them to unify their acts in the struggle 
for democratic change. 
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And now, the Eritrean opposition organizations are promising to do more under a joint formula to 
start jointly acting in a number of work spheres: diplomacy, media, public mobilization, intelligence 
and follow up, and other areas of activity deemed necessary in the future. 
 
To do this, the signatory organizations will, within this summer, form a Coordination Committee that 
will follow up activities of Task Forces assigned to do the work  in  the agreed upon spheres of joint 
action. 
 
The full text of historic pact signed by the Eritrean political forces on 23 June 2020 is printed below: 
 

Joint Declaration of  the Eritrean  
Political Forces, 23 June 2020 
 
No one disputes the sad fact that the state of Eritrea, whose independent and sovereign birth was 
achieved through unparalleled sacrifices, is today being led to a dangerous path by a self-
appointed autocrat whose misrule has been repressing and displacing the people for decades with-
out a constitution and the rule of law.  

As such, many Eritreans have been struggling in their different ways manifesting their rejection and 
resistance to the misrule. As part of the long ongoing efforts to unify their ranks in the struggle, the 
organized political forces were scheduled to meet in London last March 2020 under the sponsor-
ship of the non-profit Eritrean Education and Publications Trust  in UK with the aim of creating a for-
mula for joint action under the revived theme of ‘Salvation of the People and their State.’ However, 
some of the key agenda items of the conference, which was interrupted due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, were successfully discussed dialogued for over two months via the electronic media. The 
allied sister political forces are thus pleased to announce to the public their agreement on key na-
tional issues and the importance of launching now a common platform for joint work in the resis-
tance.   

The key driving factors necessitating the critical importance of reaching this accord at this moment 
in time are the following:   

 The urgency of bringing together all Eritrean political organizations now to respond to the 
heightened public call for unity to remove the dictatorial regime without delay; 
 Betrayals of and threats to Eritrea’s sovereign existence by the one-man dictatorship are glar-
ingly apparent than any time before; 
 The worsening of the political and socio-economic crises caused by the failed internal and ex-
ternal policies of the regime are not only increasing the suffering of the nation and the exodus of its 
youth, but are also endangering the very continuation of the state; 
 Equally worrisome and dangerous to Eritrea and its people are the ever sharpening regional 
and international competitions going on in the region. 
 
This agreement, which has been worked out with earnest determination and sense of responsibility 
of the signatory organizations, is highly expected to be an important chapter in the struggle of the 
Eritrean political camp.  
 
 



 7 

 

1. Objective of Coordination Process    

To remove and replace the autocratic regime with a constitutional and democratic system of gov-
ernance, it is imperative that the Eritrean political forces identify key area for joint serious action. It 
has been learned from the past years that the protection and promotion of our people’s unity, na-
tional sovereignty and guaranteeing human rights primarily requires common action in a unified 
manner. Springing from this understanding, we are resolved to work from within a common platform 
in order to adopt a people-centred strategy for regime removal and lay out the process for its re-
placement. 

 

I. To pursue serious and continued dialogue and understanding among all Eritrean political 
formations to establish a national umbrella; 

II. In the meantime, to launch now a joint and coordinated action plan in selected spheres of 
struggle as listed below;  

III. All parties to this accord have agreed to contribute human and material resources for the 
task forces in the spheres selected for joint action; 

IV. To enable the joint task forces to be effective in their areas of action, the Coordinating Com-
mittee of the Eritrean Political Forces shall prepare detailed guidelines to assist the achieve-
ment of the tasks.  

2. Establishing a Coordination Committee and Task Forces   
To face the looming dangers to our national existence, there is a need for establishing a coordina-
tion committee to guide and administer joint operations through task forces created to act at various 
spheres of joint action.  To make it more effective, the Coordinating Committee shall not only reflect 
the diversity and worth of the constituent parties, but will primarily consist of persons selected on 
merit basis, on their capacity to do the hard work. Within this process of joint work, it is important to 
encourage our political formations to consider mergers with sister organizations when possible.  

 Coordination Committee  
The Coordination Committee shall be formed by the parties signing this agreement. Committee 
members shall perform their duties diligently and reach decisions through consensus. The Commit-
tee, which is responsible to guide the actions of the task forces, shall be coordinated by its chair-
person selected from among its members.  
 Task Forces 
Task forces shall be formed and deployed for action immediately after this agreement is put into 
effect. Merit is the key factor for assignment of persons to the various task forces.  Their work shall 
be limited to their area of assignment. 

 The selected spheres of action for Task Forces 
 Diplomacy 
 Media/Information 
 Public Action/Mobilization 
 Intelligence and Follow up 
 Other areas of joint action as deemed necessary 
 Time Frame 
The Coordination Committee shall be established within 30 days, and the Task Forces within 60 
days as of the date of date of adoption of this agreement,   (Signatures included) 

Taking into consideration the above stated facts and situation, we, the signatories of this agree-
ment are committed to do the follows:  



 8 

 
 

UN rapportEUr : dirE EritrEa 
SitUatioN rEMaiNS UNchaNGEd  

 
Professor Daniela Kravetz, the UN Human Rights Eritrea Rapporteur, in her annual report submitted to the ongo-
ing 44th Session of the UN Human Rights Council confirmed that the situation in Eritrea is as grim as ever and of 
growing concern to the international human rights community. 
 
As usual, the Eritrean authorities refused her entry visa to the country again during her second year of monitoring 
the Eritrean situation. The incumbent UN expert’s predecessor, Ms Sheila Keetharuth, was also denied access to 

Eritrea for six consecutive years of her mandate. Sadly, the UN Human 
Rights Council watches the matter idly by.  (See p. 3) 
 
The UN Rapporteur had no choice but to continue monitoring the human 
rights situation in the country by conducting field missions to third coun-
tries and by engaging with a broad range of stakeholders, including two 
important meetings with senior EPDP cadres in Norway and the Nether-
lands during the past 12 months.  
 
Her report to the 44th Session of the Council states that is no evidence of  
improvement in the situation of human rights in Eritrea,  a telling sign of 
which is the continued flow of Eritrean refugees mainly to Ethiopia.   
 

Some of the MUST BE READ points in Professor  Kravetz’s report include the following findings that remain of 
deep concern to all international human rights bodies and activists:  

 

Arbitrary Detentions and Disappearance 
 

 The use of the practices of indefinite and arbitrary detention and enforced disappearance to suppress 
dissent, punish perceived opponents and restrict civil liberties. These practices significantly undermine 
progress in the rule of law.  

 
 Scores of individuals continue to disappear in the Eritrean prison system. Basic due process rights are 

not guaranteed for all persons in custody, as many are not allowed access to legal counsel, judicial re-
view, family visits or medical attention. 

 
 Arbitrary arrests reportedly targeted, among others, practitioners of various religious congregations, 

persons suspected of opposing the Government, and members of marginalized ethnic communities. In 
one incident in late November, security forces reportedly arrested at least 20 Muslim men in Mendefera 
and in neighbouring localities. Those arrested included local businessmen, religious teachers and com-
munity leaders. Many of these men remain unaccounted for, and the reasons for the arrests are not 
known. 

 
 The Special Rapporteur deplores the indefinite detention of Ciham Ali Abdu, a national of both Eritrea 

and the United States and the daughter of a former information minister, who has been held incommu-
nicado since the age of 15. She was arrested in December 2012 as she tried to cross into the Sudan, 
shortly after her father requested asylum in a third country, and has not been heard from since then. 
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 Contrary to government claims, the open-ended national/military service remained in place without any 

change in the previously announced a new remuneration scheme and an increase in the salaries of the 
civil service and of new conscripts.  

 
 The report regrets the fact that the authorities in Eritrea ignored appeals from various international 

bodies to release prisoners, and students at the Sawa military camp and allow them to return home to 
avoid the spread of the Coronavisrus pandemic.  

 
 During the past year, repeated crackdowns on Christian congregations and detention of over 200 of 

them occurred in many parts of the country – eg 70 of Faith Mission followers in Keren, and again 
other 6 Christians; over 30 inside Asmara and over 80 in the outskirts of the capital. Up to 40 Chris-
tians, including 15 women, were imprisoned in the hot Dahlak Kebir Island.  

 
 The Special Rapporteur has received reports that the conditions of detention are unsanitary and 

cramped, and that some prisoners are subjected to mistreatment and forced labour. In the first half of 
2019, one Christian man died at the Mai Serwa prison and one Christian man died at Dahlak Kebir 
prison, leaving behind young families. 

 
Seizure of Private Clinics and Schools 
The authorities have imposed restrictions on the activities of the Catholic Church, negatively affecting the 
rights to health and education of the population. In June 2019, the Eritrean authorities seized 21 health 

facilities belonging to the Catholic Church.  This 
action was taken after the Catholic bishops in 
Eritrea issued a pastoral letter calling on the au-
thorities to adopt a comprehensive truth and 
reconciliation plan, promote dialogue and imple-
ment reforms to prevent further mass depar-
tures from the country. Most health facilities 
were located inside religious houses, and in 
some instances, security forces removed church 
staff by force and ordered patients to vacate the 
facilities. Many facilities provided services to re-
mote, rural communities, including essential ser-
vices aimed at reducing mother and infant mal-
nutrition and mortality rates. In September 
2019, the authorities seized three secondary 
schools run by the Catholic Church. 

 
The Plight of the Afar People  

    The subsistence and livelihood of Afar communities remain under threat in the Dankalia region. The Special 
Rapporteur has received reports of harassment, arbitrary arrest and disappearance of members of Afar 
communities. In one incident in November 2019, a naval commander from Marsa Fatuma reportedly in-
structed the Afar elders of the island communities of Baka, Hawakil, Aluli and their environs, south of Mas-
sawa, to gather their belongings and vacate the area because the navy needed to conduct training exer-
cises there. After the elders refused to comply, the naval commander’s men reportedly destroyed several 
fishing boats and arrested five local Afar fishermen, who have since been missing. Around mid-March 
2020, naval troops reportedly arrested at least five Afar fishermen who were selling their fish in the port of 
Massawa, seizing three of their boats. These men are missing. Additionally, over 20 Afar fishermen who 
went missing in separate incidents in February 2018 and February 2019 remain unaccounted for. These 
reiterated acts of harassment have instilled fear in coastal Afar communities, prompting many to flee. 
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Abuses against Women and Girls 

     The Special Rapporteur remains concerned by the high number of Eritrean women and girls who are ex-
posed to trafficking in persons and sexual exploitation, in particular by Eritrean-led networks operating in 
the country and abroad. While the Government has strengthened its efforts to combat human trafficking 
through police training and regional cooperation, such efforts have yet to translate into an increase in do-
mestic prosecutions. The Special Rapporteur urged the Eritrean authorities to enact adequate legislation 
and a comprehensive policy to curb trafficking in persons, in particular of women and girls, promote do-
mestic accountability and protect the rights of victims. 
 
Worsened Condition of Refugees in Northern Ethiopia 

     In March 2020, the Ethiopian authorities announced the closure of the Hitsats refugee camp in the Tigray 
region. The camp hosts over 26,000 Eritrean refugees, including approximately 1,600 children. At the time 
of writing, the Administration for Refugee and Returnee Affairs has put on hold the announced closure of 
the Hitsats camp due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the timeline for the closure is unclear. The Special 
Rapporteur is concerned that those currently settled at Hitsats may be unable to relocate to other camps 
due to the lack of infrastructure and services. In her letter of 29 April 2020, the Special Rapporteur urged 
the Ethiopian authorities to involve the refugee communities in the decision-making, to only relocate refu-
gees on a voluntary basis and to not relocate any refugees from any camp until the COVID-19 crisis was 
resolved. 

      
     In April 2020, following the decision to temporarily close all land borders to curb the spread of COVID-19, 

the Administration for Refugee and Returnee Affairs suspended the registration and border screening of 
asylum seekers. By early April, over 400 Eritrean new arrivals were under 14-day quarantine at the Enda-
baguna reception centre. 

 

UN rapportEUr’S MaNdatE UNdEr thrEat; 
EritrEaNS UrGE itS ExtENSioN to kEEp  

rEprESSivE rEGiME UNdEr ScrUtiNy  
 

Unwarranted approachement and appeasement of several countries, especially some Arab and African govern-
ments, have put into doubt the extension of the UN Rapporteur’s mandate to monitor human rights abuses in Eri-

trea. In this regard, a joint memorandum  addressed to all 47 member 
states of the UN Human Rights Council and Ms Michele Brachelet, the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Eritrean political organiza-
tions urged the Council to keep the abusive Eritrean regime under 
“close scrutiny” by extending the mandate of the Council’s Special Rap-
porteur to the country. 
Now rescheduled to conduct its 44th Session meeting between 30 June 
and 17 July 2020, the Council is expected to discuss the situation in Eri-
trea at an interactive dialogue with its Eritrea expert, Professor Daniela 

Kravetz.   Full text of the strongly-worded joint memorandum of the Eritrean opposition camp sent on 15 May 
2020 is reprinted below: 
 
 Eritrean Appeal to the 44th Session of 
The UN Human Rights Council, Geneva 
 
Honorable UN HR Council Delegates at 44th Session 
Your Excellency High Commissioner Bachelet, 
 
We, the undersigned Eritrean political opposition organizations in forced exile, are pleased to jointly address this 
memorandum on behalf of our people with the earnest aim of drawing your kind attention for appropriate action to 
the endless and never changing political and human rights situation in Eritrea, which is a member-state of this 
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At the outset, we must acknowledge that we are grateful to this Council, whose sincere concern with the human 
rights situation in Eritrea, was manifested by its October 2012 action to appoint the first UN Human Rights Rap-
porteur for Eritrea and ever since  extended that mandate annually in order to keep the human rights abuser state  

“under close scrutiny.” That was a solemn pledge made by this Council to Eritrean victims of human rights 
abuses.  

It is true that the Eritrean authorities ignored implementing all recommendations of this august body and for the 
last eight years refused entry visa to this Council’s Human Rights Rapporteur for Eritrea. Yet, the Council’s aim of 
trying to keep the Eritrean government “under close scrutiny” was being continually achieved through the oral up-
dates and annual reports of the mandated UN Special Envoys – Ms Sheila Keetharuth for the first six years and 
Ms Daniel Kravetz for the last two years. 

Excellencies,  
Eritrea remains a place of endless suffering 
to its people and a heartbreaking story to 
human rights activists and organizations 
familiar with the unparalleled human rights 
abuses in that country.  
The extremely worrisome political, social, 
economic and human rights situation in Eri-
trea did not change from what it was last 

year, the year before and at least two decades before that. How come then that some of the 47 member states of 
the UN Human Rights Council are reportedly wavering on whether the mandate of the UN Human Rights Rappor-
teur for Eritrea should be extended or not? 
 
We, the entire ensemble of Eritrean political opposition organizations in exile, therefore appeal to all Council dele-
gates to this 44th Session to do the right thing - extend the mandate of Ms Daniela Kravetz for another term as a 
minimum sympathy and moral support to a six-million nation in a very dire human rights situation.   
Honorable HR Council Delegates, 
Dear HR High Commissioner Bachelet, 
 
We know that you are very well aware of the Eritrean situation. But, just as a reminder, allow us to repeat that, for 
the last 29 years, Eritrea remains to be an internationally recognized member-state of the UN and this Council: 

 Without a national constitution; without the rule of law;  
 Without state institutions and functioning branches of government; 
 Without national elections for over quarter of a century; 
 Without freedom of the press, assembly, worship and movement; 
 Without the right of visitation to its prisoners (not even by the ICRC); 
 Without the right of a day at court for prisoners. As you know, the list is endless… 
 

Your Excellencies also know that the fate of the thousands of Eritrean prisoners is nothing but “detention until 
death,” as Ms Sheila Keetharuth told this Council a few years; that the open-ended enslavement of people under 
misnomer “national service” is still intact, and that about a third of the Eritrean population has been condemned to 
flee the country and live under the indignity of being refugees.   
 
To conclude, we the exiled Eritrean political organizations, appeal to you to kindly extend the mandate of the Spe-
cial Rapporteur for Human Rights in Eritrea, and also think of doing a little bit more to help change the sad situa-
tion in Eritrea. 

Sincerely yours, 
 
(Ensemble of Eritrean Political Forces) 
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 EU SUEd for fUNdiNG ‘forcEd 
laBoUr’ projEct iN EritrEa 

Eritrean activists last month sued the European Union (EU) and asked that it stop 80 million Euros in aid to As-
mara authorities  in building a project on forced labour. The EU is not even monitoring the work which is left to be 
managed by the Eritrean government. 

The Foundation Human Rights for Eritreans (FHRE)  based in 
the Netherlands filed the  lawsuit to the Amsterdam district court. 
The road construction project is worked by recruits in the  Eri-
trean national service, condemned as forced labour and slavery 
by the United Nations and European Parliament. . 

The Eritrean authorities described the lawsuit as part of its de-
tractors’ “demonization campaigns” supported by foreigners with 
an agenda for “regime change.”  

The Dutch law firm backing the lawsuit – Kennedy Van der Laan (KVDL) – said it was seeking court rulings that 
the roads project was unlawful and that the EU should cease support. It further stated: “The EU has normalized 
and given an acceptable face to a practice which has been universally condemned by the international commu-
nity and is a clear violation of the most fundamental human rights norms.”  

 EritrEa’S EvEr coNtiNUEd MartyrdoM 
cElEBratEd iN jUNE aroUNd thE GloBE  

 

Ever since the end of Italian colonial rule in 1941, Eritreans have never stopped struggling for their rights – and 
scarifying lives almost on a daily basis. But for convenience sake, June 20 is accepted as the Martyrs’ Day, for 
now. The repressive and exclusionist regime in Asmara counts its own group martyrs as the only contributors to 
the national  struggle, while the rest of Eritreans include to the list of Eritrean martyrs all the armed and unarmed 
patriots who fell for the sake of national self-determination and the unfinished struggle for democratic system of 
governance  

Glory and Eternal Memory To Eritrean Martyrs!! 
 

 


