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EPDP EmErgEs EnErgizED  
The Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP) and the Eritrean 
National Salvation/Hidri consummated the process of becoming one 
party at a unity congress convened in the German city of Wiesbaden 
between 29 July and 1st of August 2019 and took the bold decision 
to continue calling the unified party as EPDP, which is rare in past 
Eritrean experience. The energized party also pledges to merge with 
sister parties  with similar vision and enter into joint work with others 
struggling for democratic change in Eritrea.  See pp. 3-5 

Eritrea Festival in Frankfurt  Marked Colorfully   
In addition to host speak-
ers, it was addressed by 
German Parties (CDU, 
FDP); Eritrean formations 
(ENCDC; ENF, UEJ), Eri-
trean Mass Media (ATV; 
Eristat; Eri-Platform’s Am-
bassador  Ande); Swedish 
Friends and several pro-
democracy activists. p.6  

suDan sEnt al-Bashir to KoBEr Prison; WhEn  Will EritrEa  sEnD isaias       
to  asmara’s ‘carcEllo’  Prison? 
EPDP Chairman congratulated the Sudan for  
ending the 30-year repressive  misrule of 
Omar al-Bashir. Eritreans believe it is now a 
matter of time before the 28-year long misrule 
in Eritrea is ended and  their absolute dictator 
sent to Asmara’s Carcello. See p. 10-11.  
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One of the worrisome and deeply entrenched bad habits and practices in Eritrean political culture 
since a long time is the resistance of leading figures to leave office on time and without a prob-
lem. The Eritrean dictator, Isaias Afeworki, is one such bad example. As we all know, he has 
been in topmost positions of power for 48 years since he created a political organization in 1971 
that he controlled, including during his unchallenged stay in power since 1991.   

 

                                                                       

Newly Elected 9-person  EPDP Executive Committee; 6 New or in New Posts! 
But can’t one be fair and say that the EPDP has already become an exception - a good ex-
ample in changing that bad culture? Let us cite a few promising examples. The EPDP is 

now 10 years old. Within this short 
period, the party has managed to 
change four chairmen, namely, 
Woldeyesus Ammar; Hamid Dirar; 
Menghesteab Asmerom and the re-
cently elected Tesfai Woldemichael 
(Degiga). Contd. on pp. 15-16. 



 3 

 

  EPDP EmErgEs strongEr From 3rD   
anD unity congrEss in gErmany  

The Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP) and the Eritrean National Salvation/Hidir consum-
mated their aim to of coming one party at their joint convened in the German city of Wiesbaden be-
tween 29 July and 1st of August 2019 and took the bold decision to continue calling the unified party 
as EPDP, which is rare in past Eritrean experiences. 
 
The historic congress, attended by delegates of both organizations coming from faraway places in 

Australia, the United States, Canada and nine European coun-
tries, was addressed at its opening day not only by the hosts 
but also by Mr. Negash Osman, chairman of the Eritrean Na-
tional Council for Democratic Change (ENCDC), a coalition of 
18 Eritrean organizations and Mr. Ghebrekidan Ghebrezghi, 
representative of the Eritrean National Front (ENF) which is 
also a coalition of four Eritrean political organizations. All the 
four speakers committed their organizations for joint work that 
is critically necessary at this juncture of the struggle for the 
much delayed democratic change in Eritrea. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
Held under a slogan promising a energized struggle for “Constitutional Governance, Peace, Justice 
and Prosperity,” the unity process and the lofty aims of the unified party were expounded by the 
outgoing chairmen of the unifying organizations, Messrs Menghesteab Asmerom and Kiflegzhi 
Ghebremedhin.  The four-day deliberations on main congress documents were led by a seven-

person secretariat. Mr. Berhane Debessu of 
US was elected as its chairman, Dr. Hab-
temichael Tekle of Sweden as his deputy, and 
Mr. Yassin Osman Neberai of Canada, as its 
secretary. Other members of the Congress Se-
cretariat were Mr. Haile Woldu of UK, Ms Alga-
nesh Isaac of Sweden, Mr. Gebar Oqbe of 
USA, and Mr. Kidane Berhe of Denmark. The 
first document discussed during the day was 
the 17-page draft constitution of the unified 
party.  
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On 30 July, the second day deliberations at the Congress started after observing a moment of 
silence and a reading a draft of a condolence message to the Mayor of Frankfurt and the family 
of an 8-year old child who died the previous day in a train accident in Frankfurt caused by a 40-
year old Eritrean refugee from Zurich, Switzerland. The condolence message from the congress 
venue expressed shock and deep sympathies with the parents of the victim and the German 
people as a whole and wished speedy recovery to the mother who was injured in the accident. 

The condolence 
message was later 
appeared in the 
German media in-
cluding in the 
Frankfurter Allge-
meine Zeitung, one 
of Germany’s big-
gest dailies.    

 
Following this, the Congress took long hours discussing and finally adopting the e 26-page Politi-
cal Programme of the unified party.  

The third-day business of the Congress focused on discussing a draft of 12 political resolutions 
followed by presentations of the Nomination Committee and then the elections of the Central 
Council which was mandated to rule the party for the coming four years. As a result, 35 voting 
members and five non-voting reserve members were elected to constitute the Central Council of 

the unified EPDP.  

On the 1st of August, the Congress adopted the political resolutions as well 
as the final statement.  Read by the chairman of the congress secretariat, 
Mr. Berhane Debessu, the political resolutions of the unified party dealt 
with the current sad situation in Eritrea; the threats hanging over its hard-
won sovereignty; the urgency of unity among Eritrean political movements; 
the refugee crisis affecting Eritreans and relations with neighbouring coun-
tries. In particular, the congress documents warmly commended Ethiopian 
political entities that are respectful of Eritrean sovereignty and called upon 

the others that do not yet accept the independent existence of Eritrea to reconsider their wrong 
stances on this crucial matter.  

This was followed by a colourful closing ceremony which was addressed by both the outgoing 
chairmen of the unifying organization and others. Speaking 
at the occasion,   Mr. Abel Haile and Mr. Kibreab Mesghina, 
respectively, representing the Unity of Eritreans for Justice 
(UEJ) and the ENF, congratulated the congress for the suc-
cess it achieved and recommitted their organizations to 
continue the dialogue with EPDP and realize the long-
delayed unity and/or joint work.  
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Souvenir pictures of first arrivals at congress venue 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The outgoing chairmen of the unified organizations, Messrs Menghesteab Asmerom and 
Kiflezghi Ghebremedin, at the end spoke in sufficient detail explaining and highly commending 
the hard work exerted by party colleagues in making the unity process and the congress a re-
sounding success. Both chairmen also reassured that this was a unity that will not fail the great 
expectations of the Eritrean people.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Female congress delegates also 
seized an opportunity to meet and 
discuss gender issues that the strive 
to promote while also taking full part 
in the struggle for a common people’s 
cause.  

The women delegates included the 
indomitable freedom fighter Haregu 
Berhe in her 70s and  the young 
Adiam Haile Rufael in her 30s. Youth-
ful Adiam was one of the eight 
women who were elected in the new 
Central Council  of the unified EPDP. 

                                      First Arrivals at Congress venue posed for a souvenir picture. 
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DiPlomats, sWEDish FriEnDs, EritrEan  
Journalists aDDrEss FEstival 2019  

Representatives of German parties (CDU and FDP); old Swedish friends of Eritrea who, as jour-
nalists, covered the Eritrean cause since the 1960s and 1970s; representatives of Eritrean pro-
democracy formations like ENCDC, ENF and UEJ; Eritrean mass media activists from  Assenna 
TV and Erisat were among the speakers who took the podium at the main panel of the Eritrea 
Festival in Frankfurt on 3 August 2019.  
 
An annual event organized by the non-profit Eritrean Democratic Association (EDA) and the 
Europe Zone of the now unified Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP), the festival was held 
in central Frankfurt between 2 and 4 August 2019 attended by Eritreans coming from nine Euro-
pean countries as well as from Australia, the United States, and Canada. This year’s festival, 
which followed the 3rd and Unity Congress of the EPDP and the Eritrean National Salvation/Hidri, 
was held under the motto of:  “We unite in order to be heard and be effective in the struggle to 
save our nation.”  

 
EDA President, Festival Moderators, with Germany’s CDU and FDP Reps at Festival Podium  

Welcoming addresses to Festival participants were made in Arabic and Tigrigna by stage mod-
erators, Ms Adiam Teferra and Mr. Ghirmai Zemichael, the president of the EDA, Mr. Tes-
famariam Kibreab, who expressed his satisfaction with the positive response of all participants 
and guest speakers to come to this important annual Eritrean politico-cultural event. 
 
Following solidarity and support speeches by Ms Laura Knieriu, representative of CDU (the gov-
erning Christian Democratic Union), and Ms Katherina Schreiner of FDP (the Free Democratic 

Union), different speakers were in-
vited to the stage to express both 
their solidarity with the organizers 
and their resolve to work in union in 
order to hasten the fall of the crimi-
nal regime in Eritrea. The outgoing 
chairmen of the now unified sister 
organizations, Messrs Menghesteab 
Asmerom and Kiflezghi Ghebre-
medhin, spoke in great length about 
the ENS/Hidri-EPDP unity process 
and read the 12 political resolutions 
of their congress in Wiesbaden, 

Germany. They also invited to the stage Mr. Tesfai Woldemichael (Degiga), the newly elected 
chairman of the EPDP who spoke on the urgency of strengthening organized struggle and made 
a strong appeal to all compatriots to join the struggle for democratic change. 
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Picture shows all speakers who took the podium on different subjects 
Ambassador Andebrhan Weldegiorghis of Eri-Platforum talked on the present situation in Eritrea 
and the Horn of Africa region and listed priority tasks that Eritrean justice seekers at home and 
abroad should undertake. Mr. Abel Haile of Unity of Eritreans for Justice (UEJ) stressed the com-
mitment to work closely with unified EPDP and others to end repression in Eritrea. Mr. Bahta Haile-
mariam read the solidarity message on behalf of the 18 organizations in ENCDC (Eritrean National 
Council for Democratic Change), and Mr. Kibreab Mesghina presented the message from four sis-
ter organizations in the Eritrean National Front (ENF).  Mr.Yemane Tesfai spoke representing 
popular assembly in Stuttgart. Pro-democracy and women’s rights activists, Ms Alganesh Ghebre 
and Ms Salwa Nur, made important interventions on the ongoing Eritrean struggle for democracy. 
Earlier, young pro-democracy mass media activist and EPDP, Adiam Haile Rufael from USA pre-
sented a lively speech on the current struggle and the challenges facing it.  
 
       

One of the events on Saturday was an enlightening panel and exchange with the public moderated 
by Assena Foundation’s Amanuel Eyasu. Panelists were (from left to right) Messrs Berhane De-
bessu, Kiflezghi G/Medhin, Ms Adiam Teferra, and Menghesteab Asmerom. 
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Eritrean mass media activists  Amanuel Eyasu of Assenna TV,  Eyoel Kiros and Samson Solomon 
of Erisat spoke expressing their solidarity and good wishes to the Festival organizers.   

The festival audience also 
seized an occasion to repeat in 
unison the timely Enough is 
Enough slogans directed 
against the regime both in Ara-
bic and Tigrigna. The interest-
ing part of it was that the Ger-
man representatives of CDU 
and FDP as well as the old 
friends of Eritrea from Sweden 

were among the audience holding the Yiakl/Kifaya placards and chanting the ‘Democratic Change 
Now’ slogans in Eritrean languages.  

young EPDP cc mEmBEr aDiam  
aDDrEssEs main FEstival PanEl 

Ms Adiam Haile Rufael from the USA, one of the youngest newly elected Central Council members 
of the unified EPDP, stressed in her address at the main Festival Panel in Frankfurt on 3 August 
2019 that hadnet /unity in the opposition camp and wudeba/organized action are the priorities and 
sure pathways to guaranteed victory against the repressive regime in Eritrea.   
 

Speaking in English, mixing her favourite phrases in Ti-
grigna, young Adiam drew the attention of the festival 
audience by calling for effective  action for change 
based on knowledge and self criticism. She added: “to 
be fair, all blame cannot be laid on the regime [in As-
mara]; we must own our faults as well.”   Unmistakably, 
she was referring to the unending bickering among all 
justice seekers, old and new.  
Further emphasizing her call for unity and the impor-
tance of belonging to or building one’s own strong or-
ganization, Ms Adiam Haile 
said: “We are fighting against 

an organized political regime that has been able to stay in existence for 
so long due to our lack of doing what we have begun to do at this Con-
gress together - [unity].” 
 
She criticized some of her generation members who still believe that 
they should not join organizations led by “the old generation.”  Adiam 
went on advising her generation: “We must not allow ourselves to be 
fooled into this divisive political propaganda” which she said is being 
used  by enemies of the struggle for change in order to keep it frac-
tured. Talking about herself, she said she enjoyed working with senior 
members of the opposition camp “who have been through the struggle 
and understand Eritrean politics like no other.”   
 
Elected receiving  the highest number of democratic votes attainable at the congress, Ms Adiam 
Haile  will soon be assigned to undertake a number of tasks as a leadership member of the unified 
party.  
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olD FriEnDs oF EritrEa From sWEDEn 
attEnD FEstival 2019 in FranKFurt 

 
This year’s Eritrea Festival in Frankfurt was once more honoured by the presence of occasional attendants 
and long-time friends of Eritrea from Sweden: 94-year old Journalist Bo Bjelfvenstam, who visited and re-
ported on Eritrea in the 1960s, and Christina Bjork who joined his team in the 1970s for repeated visits to 
liberated areas carrying lots of support to needy Eritreans in the countryside.  
 

In her nostalgia-filled inspiring 
address to the main Festival 
Panel on Saturday, 3 August, 
Christina spoke on behalf of her-
self and Bo. She lamented that 
Eritrea today “is an independent 
country but not the country it 
could have been,“ and hoped 
that the people will rise up and 
become masters of their long 
deferred dreams by dislodging 
the dictatorship and foiling those 
“who conspire in the background 

and prioritize their own power and wealth.”  An old friend, Gherezghe-
her Tewolde, was translating her moving speech in his nice Tigrigna. 
 
Speaking about nonagenarian and still strong Bo, she said it was because of him that the Swedish people 
“understood that an unjust war was going on against the Eritrean people.” Bo wrote reports on Eritrea, pro-
duced films and TV programmes and a drama about the Eritrean struggle. He was probably the first Swed-
ish journalist to interview Emperor Haile Selassie and ask him of what was going on in Eritrea! 

Bo was among the Swedish citizens in 1970 that became part of a solidarity outfit called Eritrea Gruppen 
and asked young Christina to join it, which she did.  

Christina Bjork herself produced in the early 1980s a film on Eritrea called The Land by the Sea. The Eng-
lish version of her resent book, Eritrea: A Classic African Dictator Took Over, was launched at Eritrea Festi-
val 2019 and attracted many buyers.  Speaking about the book, Christina Bjork, who was appreciative of the 
dedicated struggle for democracy within the ELF, remarked: “the winner writes the history, but I wanted to 
hear the stories of those who belonged to the other side.”  Her book, nonetheless, contained not only what 
former ELF fighters told her, but also included extensive interviews with EPLF members..... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10 

 
  

 former EPLF members. 
Her ELF and EPLF inter-
viewees told her “why they 
participated in the liberation 
struggle; how they were 
living in the liberated areas 
during the war... and why 
did Eritrea develop into a 
dictatorship.” 

Her interviewees included 
Martyrs Ahmed Nasser and 
Dr. Habte Tesfamariam 

                                             Christina and Swedish team in the liberated areas of the ELF in the 1970s. 
as well as Dr. Yusuf  Berhanu;  Mesfin Hagos; Gherezghiher Tewelde; Menghesteab Asmerom; Adiam Teferra, 
Arhe Hamednaka, Rezene Tesfazion and many others. Their story is part of the Eritrean history that deserves 
attention. 

EPDP chairman congratulatEs suDan in  

FinDing Formula For DEmocratic transition 
Mr. Tesfai Woldemichael (Degiga), the newly elected chairman of the Eritrean People’s Democratic Party 
(EPDP), on 19 August sent a congratulatory message to the people of fraternal 
Sudan expressing “boundless joy and hope” of many Eritreans for Sudan’s suc-
cess in reaching “a promising deal for a smooth transition to democratic govern-
ance.” 
 
Addressed to General Abdel-Fattah A. Burhan, head of the military council, and 
Mr. Ahmed al-Rabie, the representative and signatory of the agreement on be-
half of the civilian coalition for democracy and change, the message emphati-
cally stated that the agreement reached between the two sides in the Sudan is 
“both historic and exemplary pact that many friends of the Sudan, including Eri-
treans, aspire to have for their own peoples.” 
 
The EPDP Chairman did not hide the fact that Sudanese authorities in the past 
were mostly on the side of the unrepresentative regime in Asmara but that he now hopes that the New Sudan  
“will open its doors for us in the opposition - “the other Eritrean- and discuss how the Sudanese people can help 
change the situation also in neighboring Eritrea.” 
 
Reprinted below is the full message of the EPDP Chair to the Sudanese people and government: 

 
Dear Excellencies, 
On behalf of the Eritrean People’s Democratic 
Party (EPDP) in exile and all its friends and sympa-
thizers at home and in diaspora, I am deeply 
pleased to convey to you and through you to the 
people of fraternal Sudan the heartfelt congratula-
tions for your joint success to reach a promising 
deal for a smooth transition to democratic govern-
ance in your country.  

P      PM Abdalla Hamdok 
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 Believe me, we in the EPDP, a mainstream Eritrean party struggling for a similar democratic transition in our 
country, and other pro-democracy Eritreans everywhere, are today sharing the boundless joy and hope being ex-
pressed by our brothers and sisters in the Sudan. We have been keenly and anxiously following the develop-
ments in the Sudan since the very start of the People Power movement which is now being crowned with suc-
cess. 
 
Your Excellency General Burhan and Brother Ahmed al Rabie, 
The document for the transition agreement that you signed on 17 August 2019 is both historic and an exemplary 
pact that many friends of the Sudan, including Eritreans, aspire to have for their own peoples. 
 
Yet, we also wish to call on all friends in the Sudan to work hard in the years to come 
in order to guarantee a long lasting success of this hard-won victory, because, as 
they say, the devil could always be in the detail.  In the meantime, we remain trustful 
that, after so many ups and downs, democracy and the rule of law in the Sudan will 
finally be a reality. 
 
Dear Sirs, 
We in the EPDP have been trying to reach the former authorities in the Sudan 
through a chain of memoranda addressed to the Foreign Ministry, the Head of State 
and through Sudan’s Permanent Mission in the UN, but to avail. As you can consult 
their archives, no responses were made to our earnest appeals to understand the 
sad situation inside Eritrea and the endless suffering of Eritreans in forced exile. Al-
though this is not the occasion to dwell on this issue, Sirs, we sincerely hope that the new Sudan will open its 
doors for us in the opposition - “the other Eritreans” - and discuss how the Sudanese people can help change the 
situation also in neighboring Eritrea. 
Respectfully yours,   
Tesfai Woldemichael (Degiga), Chairman, the Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP)  - August 19, 2019. 

 

EPDP aPPEals to unhcr & EgyPt to hElP  
rElEasE imPrisonED 5 EritrEan rEFugEEs  

The Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP) on 23 July appealed to the UNHCR and the Government of 
Egypt to help release five Eritrean refugees detained following a protest demon-
stration in Cairo on Sunday, 21 July 2019. 
Addressed to UNHCR Commissioner Filippo Grandi and Egyptian Foreign Min-
ister Sameh Shoukry, the message expressed deep concern about the unjustifi-
able detention of five Eritrean refugees following a peaceful demonstration criti-
cizing certain wrong practices of the UN office in Cairo. 
 
Eritrean sources in Cairo informed that the Egyptian authorities detained up to 40 of the demonstrators but re-

leased them although the state security apparatus later called back and de-
tained five of the released demonstrators. Their arrest was based on false 
claims obtained Eritrean sources in Cairo informed that the Egyptian authori-
ties detained up to 40 of the demonstrators but released them although the 
state security apparatus later called back and detained five of the demonstra-
tors. Their arrest was based on false claims obtained from agents of the Eri-
trean embassy and certain Egyptian UN staff. 
  
It was feared that the Egyptian authorities could cooperate with the repressive 
regime in Asmara and forcibly extradite these activist refugees  back to Eri-
trea. 
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Eritrean Regime Accused of Failing  
Its People and World Expectations 

UN Human Rights Rapporteur for Eritrea Ms Daniela Kravetz, presented on Tuesday, 2 July, her first written an-
nual report to the UN Human Rights Council and expressed deep concern 
and regret on Eritrea’s failure to improve the situation of human rights in 
spite of the peace accord with Ethiopia a year ago and Eritrea itself join-
ing the Human Rights Council as a new member. She said there are not 
even “signs to suggest” that Eritrea is willing to change course any time 
soon. 

The UN expert also reported that Eritreans still fleeing the country in big 
numbers. While answering to a question by a German diplomat, Ms 
Kravetz confessed that even Somali refugees in Eritrea were denied con-
tact outside their camp and are, since last December, escaping to the 

neighboring countries because “they no longer feel free and safe to stay in Eritrea.” 

In her introductory remarks, Ms Kravetz stated that the acts of human rights violations are continued to this day, 
and the listed recent incidents that included incarcerations and seizure of private properties like the 21 health fa-
cilities of the Catholic Church in the country. She said needy people in the rural areas will suffer the conse-
quences of the unwarranted actions of the government. (See her full report: https://reliefweb.int/report/eritrea/
report-special-rapporteur-situation-human-rights-eritrea-
ahrc4153). 

Majority of the speakers at the session expressed alarm 
and dismay about what is taking place in Eritrea and 
blamed the authorities of not showing the most minimum 
“care and love” for their own people. 

As usual, the Eritrean delegate, Mr. Tesfamichael Ger-
hatu, found the reprt “unacceptable.”  Also as usual, coun-
tries like Venezuela and Iran took side with the Eritrean 
envoy and even suggested that the mandate of the UN 
Human Rights Rapporteur for Eritrea should be terminated now. 

EPDP: Eritrean Exiles Could Exceed 2 Million 
Under the current 28-year old dictatorship of Isaias Afeworki, Eritrea is singled out to be the only sovereign state 
lacking many fundamental elements, like a constitution, that are vital to every country.  Only to cite another exam-
ple, Eritrea does not yet have a population census – a simple count of its own people. 

UN estimates usually show the population of the 
country to be about six million. However, the 
regime in Asmara prefers to keep silence al-
though at certain occasions gives much lower 
population estimates designed to serve its own 
calculations.  

On the other hand, the number of Eritreans 
forced to live outside home has been growing 
every year since the Eritrean refugee phenome-

non started with a sizable number 28,600 refugees who fled to the Sudan in February-March 1967.  
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UN and other humanitarian agencies and concerned countries have been providing figures of Eritrean refugees, 
usually only of new refugee caseloads. Other than that, no serious attempt has been made until recently to as-

sess the number of Eritreans who are outside home, mainly because of 
Eritrean’s unending political problems. Many of them have fled Eritrea 
because of repressions inflicted by the Ethiopian governments of Em-
peror Haile Selassie (1952-1975); Colonel Menghistu Haile Mariam 
(1975-1991), and other Eritreans fled the country trying to escape the 
cruelties of one-man dictatorship of Isaias Afework since independence 
nearly three decades ago. 

In an informative 26-page pamphlet published this summer by the Social 
Affairs Office of the Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP), it is es-
timated that the number of Eritreans in exile/diaspora   is at least 
2,000,000. This number includes Eritrean asylum seekers, political refu-
gees, and Eritreans naturalized by host countries. 

Assessments show that most of the exiled Eritreans are hosted by about 
40 countries of the world. It is also reasonable to assume that Eritreans are found almost in over 90% of the 
countries of the globe. 

Undisclosed 1997 estimates of the Eritrean regime released by Awate.com showed that people of Eritrean origin 
who lived in the Sudan at that time (including refugees denied return back home by the Eritrean regime) totaled 
about half a million while those living in Ethiopia were given at about 450,000. 

Today, it is believed that about 1.4 million Eritreans live exiled in the Greater Horn of Africa region alone. The es-
timates include old refugee caseloads in the Sudan (total of 
850,000); Ethiopia (over half a million including existing/recent 
270,000 refugees), and many in Djibouti and Kenya.  

Other places where Eritreans are found in big concentrations in-
clude North America (about 200,000); Italy (125,000); Germany 
(80,000); Sweden (50,000 – updated figure);  UK (40,000); Switzer-
land (39,000); Is-
rael (35,000); the 
Netherlands 
(25,000); Norway 

(20,000); Australia (6,000); Denmark and Finland (each 4,000); 
France and Belgium (each 3,000)… and many other places like 
Saud Arabia, Kuwait etc in the Middle East and like Kenya, 
Uganda, South Africa, Libya and Egypt in the African continent.  

These are sad figures of the sad Eritrean saga. One for sure 
needed to know where Eritreans are forcibly dispersed in big 
concentrations.  

Thanks to the EPDP pamphlet now made public (initially in Tigrigna language), readers will know more than the 
figures quoted above. The paper, among other things, introduces readers to the meaning of the word refugee in 
UN parlance; the key reasons as to why Eritreans had been and  are still being forced to flee home during so 
many decades, and the abuses and injustices they have been subjected to both at home and in different places 
of exile.   
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 Wad Sherifey Refugee School Starts  
36th Academic Year with 689 Students 

The Wad-Sherifey School for Eritrean refugees, located near the Eritrean border in Eastern Sudan, started an-
other new academic year on 23 June 2019 with 689 refugee children. 

 
Thanks to the uninterrupted generosity of friends of the school, both chari-
ties and individuals, on top of them the Geneva-based Swiss-Eritrean As-
sociation (ASEE), this is the 36th academic year for Wad-Sherifey School to 
give hope and a better future for children and families who fled home in 
search of safety. 
Per guidelines  of Sudanese education authorities, academic years in the 
country extend between July and March each year in both private and pub-
lic schools.  

The Wad Sherifey School, teaching in Eritrean curriculum, and using both 
Arabic and Tigrigna in the elementary classes, was founded and is still administered by the Eritrean Red Cross-
Crescent Society (ERCCS). Each year, the school enrolls up to 700 students, with about equal number of boys 
and girls.  

During the previous academic year that ended last March, the school faced various challenges that included 

damage on school buildings due to heavy rains; interruption of classes due to insecurity in the Sudan as well as 
an infectious epidemic caused by so-
called chikungunya virus, and lack of air 
conditioning facilities.  

Dr. Habtemichael Tekle, the President of 
the ERCCS who coordinates school ad-
ministration and funding from friends, 
said the challenges faced by the school 
will be overcome with the promised sup-
port of ASEE, the Eritrean Democratic 
Association (EDA) of USA as well as 
generous individual supporters of the 
school in many countries of the world. 
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(Contd. from p.2) 
In principle, the EPDP Constitution allows the Central Council to elect or re-elect party chairperson at every regu-
lar meeting which is held annually. The rest of the eight executive committee members are also elected or re-
elected every year by the Central Council. In other words, the Council can change, if it so wishes, party chairper-
son every year. On top of this, no one person can be allowed to be a candidate for party chair if he/she has al-
ready served two terms between congresses - that is, a maximum service of eight years after being subjected to 
every-year scrutiny and re-election.  
 
The New EPDP Leadership    
The 3rd and Unity Congress that was held  in July-August 2019  in Wiesbaden, Germany, has continued this tra-
dition of fearlessness to renew the party and its leadership at all levels.  
 
In the new EPDP Executive Committee, six of the nine posts are now occupied by new holders. As noted earlier, 

the party chairman is new to the post; the head 
of foreign relations is new; the party secretary is 
new; the head of financial affairs is new; the 
head of youth affairs is new, and even the head 
of organizational affairs is new to the post!!  
 
The Constitution allows a newly elected chair-
man to submit his candidates for each executive 
office and each person is voted by the Central 
Council separately. The Council, which itself is 
elected at congresses for a four-year term, can 
drop anyone of the chairperson’s candidates 
and can bring its own.   
The new EPDP Central Council consists of 35 
voting members and five non-voting reserve 
members who, however, have all the right to 
participate in leadership meetings and activities. 
Of these newly- elected 35+5 Council members, 
19 are new, including the partners in the unity 
process.  
Diversity is one of the primary efforts focused at 
EPDP congresses although the success has 
been slow. For instance, the recent unity con-
gress was attended by 14 women delegates of 
whom eight were elected to the leadership.   

 
EPDP and Its Nominating Committee: 
At least since its founding ten years back, the EPDP has the method of designating a Nomination Committee 

which strives to have the participation of all party members in selecting those who 
can be presented as leadership 
candidates in congresses. As the 
chairman of this body for the 3rd 
and Unity Congress, Gherezghi-
her Tewolde reported, 29 
branches and 8 individuals at iso-
lated locations actively partici-
pated in nominating their CC can-
didates. The final count of candi-
dates, including four added by 
the Congress itself, was 58. It 
was on this list approved by all 
members of both uniting sides 

that the Unity Congress voted in a secret ballot and elected the 35 CC members and five reserve members. 



 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 This is the New EPDP Leadership, 35+5. Not seen in picture (absent from the congress due to various problems) included: 3 

from the Sudan; 1 from Ethiopia; 1 from Saudi Arabia; 2 from Israel, and 2 from North America. 
 
The Unity Congress also expanded and upgraded the mandate of the Nominating Committees of the future to be 
active at all party structures, including party zones and branches. The Nominating Committees shall have the 
power of presenting final list of candidates for leadership at all levels, both for the legislative and executive 
branches. This advanced method of nominating candidates for leadership has been successfully used at party 
congresses of sister parties like those in Scandinavia.  
 
Printed below are the names of EPDP leadership members elected at the 3rd and Unity Congress in 2019: 
===============   
The New Executive Committee: 

1. Tesfai Woldemichael (Degiga), Party Chairman 
2. Berhane Debessu, Vice-Chairman and Head of Foreign Office 
3. Menghesteab Asmerom, Head of Organizational Office 
4. Debessai Beyene, Head of Information Office 
5. Dr. Habtemichael Tekle, Head of Financial Affairs 
6. Fessehaye Hagos, Head of Social Affairs 
7. Kiflezghi Ghebremedhin, Party Secretary 
8. Adiam Teferra/ Ms, Head of Women's Affairs 
9. Yassin Ibrahim Neberai, Head of Youth Affairs. 
 

Members of the EPDP Central Council, in alphabetical order, are: 
10.Abdu Hassen; 11. Adiam Haile Rufael; 12.Dr. Aklilu Ghirmai; 13. 
Alganesh Isaac; 14.Amanuel Beraki; 15. Asghedet Mehreteab; 
16.Assefaw Berhe; 17.Dirar Mantai; 18. Eritrea Alazar; 19. Feven 
Ghideon; 20. Ghebar Oqbe; 21. Ghebrehiwet Meles; 22. Ghirmai 
Kifle; 23. Haile Woldemichael; 24. Idris Ismael; 25. Medhanie 
Habtezghi; 26. Negasi Hamde; 27. Neguse Tseggai; 28.Rezene 
Tesfazion; 29.Tekleberhan Haile; 30.Tesfagaber Woldegiorghis; 31. 
Tiebe Tekie; 32. Tseggai Tesfai; 33. Tuku Tesfai; 34.Woldesus 
Ammar; 35.Zehaye Araya;  
Reserve Members 1.Maasho Solomon; 2.Humed Mohammed Ah-
med; 3.Tesfamariam Kibreab; 4.Ghenet Habtegergis, and 5. Ghirmai 
G.Temesgen.  

         

                                                                                                                 The New Emblem of the Unified EPDP                                                                                           


